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Punching the Clock
By Ken Kormanak

Older generations may recognize the term “punching the
clock,” but its origin may be lost on the current generation of
workers. With the use of electronic key cards and other means
of identifying an employee’s presence at work, the era of the
mechanical time clock has passed into history.

Our museum has acquired an early version of a time
clock, which was recently restored by MOAH’s president, Jim
Wall. It is a “Universal Merit Meter” and was manufactured by
the International Time Recording Co. (ITR) of Endicott, New
York, founded in 1900. ITR became part of the Computing-
Tabulating-Recording Company (CTR), which was incorporated in 1911 and eventually changed its name to the more
familiar IBM - International Business Machines Corporation.

As industry expanded in the early part of the last
century, companies saw the need to keep track of
each employee’s attendance in order to properly
account for their time on the job and to calculate
their wages.  The result was a device for tracking the
time the worker started and ended his or her workday
along with any lunch or other breaks taken in
between. Further, a printed record of these events,
along with the ability to identify each worker, was a
necessary part of such equipment.

The Universal Merit Meter fulfilled all these
requirements. It had the capacity to record the arrival,
departure, and lunch hours of up to 150 employees.

See Punching the Clock, page 9.
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From Our President
Jim Wall

A new lease on life

It was just a little over four years
ago that MOAH first approached
the City of Palo Alto and began
talking with them about extending
our stay at the Williams House. We
still had four years remaining on

our lease with the city, but we wanted to get the conversation started.
While we have always tried to be good tenants and to benefit the
community of Palo Alto, we weren’t sure our desire to stay was in
agreement with the needs and wants of the City of Palo Alto. And just
in case we might not be able to stay at the Williams House, it would be
best to begin contingency planning as early as possible.

After talking to the City Manager, the city Real Estate Manager, and
many of the City Council members, we were very pleased to learn that
the city strongly wished us to remain tenants of the property. But even
though getting a signed lease extension was a high priority for the
museum, it was not necessarily so for the management team of Palo
Alto’s government. So, for multiple years, the lease extension talks were
basically on hold. Occasional update meetings were held, but little
progress was made.

Finally, in early 2016, the lease extension process took an
important step forward when the proposal for the extension of the
Williams House lease to the Museum of American Heritage was placed
on the City Council agenda for discussion and vote. This step was a
necessary part of the city’s process to allow for dissenting opinions to
be voiced. The various city departments had prepared briefing packets
with current and background information on the topic for the council
members. With no vocal or written opposition, the City Council voted
unanimously on February 2nd, 2016, to grant the Museum of American
Heritage an additional 25-year lease on the Williams House.

But even after that step, it was not official. The Real Estate office of
the city still had to generate the new lease agreement and get it ap-
proved by the city attorney. Then draft copies had to be approved by
MOAH, after review by the Board of Directors, with input from our own
outside real estate lawyers and experts.

Recently, all of that work came to a conclusion with the official
signing of the new 25-year lease agreement. We are extremely happy that
we will continue to be part of the Palo Alto community for years to
come. The museum offers its thanks to Hamid Ghaemmaghami, the
Palo Alto Real Estate Manager, and his staff for their work in guiding us
through the lease renewal process, and also to the members of the Palo
Alto City Council for their continuing support of our museum.
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MOAH’s Growing
Volunteer Community

MOAH is particularly
lucky to have such wonder-
ful volunteers. I can’t
emphasize that enough.
They are the lifeblood of our
organization and truly, they

are also what keeps our museum running smoothly for all
to enjoy.

I am excited to talk about a particular volunteer
partnership we have recently forged with Hope Services.
Having just embarked upon a new program called,
Employment, Media & Community Connections (EMCC)
Service, Hope Services reached out to us last Fall to see if
we might be a good match for their participants interested
in gardening.

EMCC programs aim to empower developmentally
disabled individuals by getting them directly involved in
their community. The new program matches up partici-
pants with opportunities that help them become more
active in their community and foster the development of
stronger social ties with others. The program is tailored
towards each individual’s interests.

Hope Services is also a nonprofit organization with a
meaningful mission. It is dedicated to enriching and
empowering developmentally disabled individuals in our
community so that they may lead the most fulfilling lives
in different environments.

One of those environments is now at MOAH, in our
gardens! I am happy to report that our Hope Services
participants have been extremely helpful as well as a joy to
work with. They have been coming by each month with a
facilitator who works alongside them in collaboration
with a MOAH volunteer and staff member.

During their first visit, they helped clean up the pine
needles and the city strip outside of the museum. They
have since cleared pathways and have been instrumental in
sprucing up the gardens and grounds. After all of their
hard work in the garden, I opened up our Marshall

See From Our Executive Director, Page 9.

From Our Executive Director
Allison Wong

Volunteer Opportunities for 2017

MOAH is on the lookout for curious and active adult
volunteers. We have a variety of jobs that can provide you with
some fun and rewarding volunteer experiences while you meet
and work with interesting people. There is also the possibility
of task-based volunteering, allowing you to help us on your
own schedule. For more information about volunteering at
MOAH, please contact us at 650-321-1004 or
admin@moah.org.

Gallery Assistants
Are you looking for a weekend volunteer project that

requires only an occasional 2.5 to 4 hour commitment?
Would you like to be part of MOAH’s exciting exhibits and
share your knowledge? We are looking for Gallery Assistants
to take occasional shifts on Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays
either from 11:00AM to 1:30PM or from 1:30PM to 4:00PM.
This is one area in which MOAH can really use your help!

Garden Volunteers
How about participating in the restoration and mainte-

nance of an historic garden, while getting some fresh air and
exercise and meeting some interesting people? MOAH’s
Garden Team is looking for additional personnel to help with
both heavy and light garden duties. No experience is needed.

Education Instructors and Assistants
Have you ever thought about sharing your knowledge and

talents with young people? MOAH offers weekend classes and
summer camps to youth aged 9+ in science and technology.
We are on the lookout for both instructors and assistants.

Exhibits Team Members
Do you love to work with others on creating educational

and entertaining displays and exhibits? Do you have a passion
for history? How about being a part of MOAH’s Exhibits
Team? We mount several exhibits each year and are looking
for team members to assist with all aspects of research,
development, and installation.

Publicity and Public Relations Team Members
Are you interested in communications and public

relations? Do you wish more people knew about all of
MOAH’s great services? How about working with our Public-
ity Team to get the word out to our community?

Special Events Volunteers
Do you love to get involved with special events, fund-

raisers, and parties? Do you like the excitement of working
with a team to plan and execute themed functions? How
about being a Special Events Volunteer for MOAH?
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Current Main Gallery Exhibit
Open for Business: Office Success Before Computers
Now through August 20, 2017

How did people get their office work done before
the computer age? You’ll find out in our newest exhibit,
which will take you back to the workdays without
computers. Featured are a wide array of business and
mathematical machines that revolutionized the
American workplace. Experience the nostalgia of the
office during the early to mid 1900s.

A plethora of office equipment is on display,
including adding machines, mimeographs,
addressographs, typewriters, and office supplies that
would be used by typists, office workers, bankers,
secretaries and switchboard operators. This exhibition
features an area of touchable artifacts. Try your hand at
a check protector, an adding machine, a typewriter and an embossing stamp!

Notable artifacts include an IBM timekeeping machine that clocked in up to 150 employees, circa 1950s, an 1892
Williams Manufacturing Co. typewriter called “The Empire,” the Western Union Telegraph Desk Fax (the first prototype
for fax machines), and a Burroughs adding machine from 1925 that has a transparent panel to feature the sophisticated
mechanisms for its time.

Make it your business to stop by and take a look at our current exhibition, now on display in the Moore Family
Foundation gallery.

Volunteer Spotlight: The Garden Club of Palo Alto

For the past two years, MOAH has had the pleasure of
partnering with the Garden Club of Palo Alto. Every Thurs-
day, a mighty team assembles to cultivate the victory garden
in the Ruth Bell Lane Memorial Garden.

Last summer was a particularly fruitful season. The
garden yielded apples, squash, rhubarb and many, many more
types of vegetables and plants appropriate to the time period.
With the help of the Downtown Streets team, our dedicated
volunteers were able to donate most of the produce. In the
fall, pumpkins were harvested in the garden.

We are so incredibly pleased and grateful for not only
this collaboration, but the warm camaraderie that comes
along with working with our volunteers.

We are very thankful to the Garden Club of Palo Alto and its tremendous efforts to thoughtfully improve and enhance
the garden for our visitors and the community at large.
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Special Exhibit
The Baer Collection

In 2015, we received a phone call from someone who
identified himself as J.D. (Dave) Baer. He told us that he and
his wife had collected a few electrical and mechanical artifacts
over the years, and that he was looking for a home for the
collection as he was getting along in years. Imagine our
surprise when we went to visit and found that his collection
completely filled several rooms as well as two separate build-
ings in his yard!

Dave had always had an interest in mechanical objects, and
received a degree in Mechanical Engineering from Stanford
University. He had a long career at Westinghouse, and was
instrumental in the founding of the Joshua Hendy Iron Works museum in Sunnyvale. His hobby, for over 30 years, was
scouring garage sales and flea markets with his wife Norma. Their keen eye for interesting and unusual items resulted in a
magnificent assortment of artifacts that represented a perfect addition to the MOAH collection.

Unfortunately, with our move to the new warehouse coming at the same time as the Baer collection became available, it
took some time before we even started examining the newly arrived artifacts. And with its size, it will be some time before
the warehouse volunteers will finish cataloging and photographing it. But we are pleased to begin showing just some of this
amazing collection.

In the doctor’s exam room and attached lab room in the rear of the Williams House, we are currently showing an
exhibit of some of the hand tools collected by the Baers. Unusual pliers, wrenches and hand planes are displayed. The
centerpiece of the exhibit is a large wooden jointer that was used in the shaping of all the wood flooring of the Winchester
Mystery House.

An additional small exhibit of the J.D. Baer collection, on display in the Livermore Learning Center, contains some of
the varied and unusual items that we have cataloged so far, many of them with Dave’s handwritten notes still attached to
them. Be sure to see the brace used by veterinarians to hold a horse’s mouth open during exams, as well as an exhaust
whistle for an early Ford automobile.

Unfortunately, Dave Baer passed away soon after the donation of the collection. It is regrettable that he isn’t able to see
his collection brought before the public. But we will continue to honor his memory by displaying more and more of his
collection in the future.

Save the Date!
Who: Members Only*
What: MOAH Warehouse Open House
When: Saturday, August 5, 2017, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Where: 1000 Varian Street, San Carlos, CA

*Don’t miss it; become a member now!

Refreshments will be served! Enjoy demos & activities!



MOAH UPDATE6

At the Lectern
As a kid, Stu Stoffer was a “camera hound.” As a

grown-up, Stu is a computer scientist and technical expert
in intellectual property who has amassed a fine collection
of vintage cameras and film-related artifacts. Several items
from Stu’s collection were featured in MOAH’s recent
exhibit, The Evolution of Film. On February 2, Stu presented
The Evolution of Motion Picture Sound, a talk that examined
the growth of motion picture sound technologies and
reviewed some significant patents in that field.

The movement from silent films to sound involved
three challenges: (1) synchronizing lips to speech; (2)
eliminating ambient noise (primarily cameras and people)
in the studio environment; (3) overcoming the fact that many silent film performers had accents!

The addition of sound to film was accomplished by two different systems. The Single System approach involved a
single device for both sound and pictures; this method made editing difficult and was useful mostly for newsreels. The
other approach, Dual System, involved using separate devices for sound and pictures, thereby necessitating synchroniza-
tion.

Some of the significant innovations Stu presented were:

o  Vitaphone Sound-on-Disc (1926), which enabled sound to be recorded on shellac discs. Unfortunately, these
     discs were likely to chip, break, or simply wear out, so they had to be replaced every ten days or so.
o  RCA PR-25 (1934), an early sound camera.
o  Nagra tape recorder (1950s onward), notable for its fine engineering. These machines recorded both sound and a
     synchronization signal, and provided 98% of film sound until the past decade.
o  Auricon 16mm cameras, Single System cameras manufactured in the 1940s through the early 1980s.
o  Bolex + Magnasync Nomad, which were synchronized mechanically by cable.
o  Fairfield 8mm Consumer, a film editor.

Before concluding his talk, Stu encouraged audience members to take advantage of Stanford University Libraries’
Archive of Recorded Sound..

Steve Yvaska, writer of the popular San Jose Mercury
News column “The Seasoned Collector” hosted an Antiques
Roadshow-style session at MOAH a few years ago. Based on
how well that event was received, we asked him to give a repeat
performance, and he graciously agreed. At this year’s talk, What
Is It and Is It Worth Much?, which took place on March 9, Steve
evaluated over thirty vintage artifacts belonging to audience
members.

Among the diverse objects he reviewed were:

o  A Bradley Hubbard lamp from the 1920s/1930s era

Continued on the following page.
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At the Lectern, continued from previous page.

o  A ceremonial sword with scabbard
o  Miniatures of President Garfield and his wife, along with Mrs. Garfield’s purse and gloves
o  Landscape photographs, taken by Ansel Adams and Beatrice Abbott
o  A Bristol glass Victorian vase that appeared to be part of a mantelpiece garniture
o  A pair of sock stretchers
o  A handmade miniature chest of drawers
o  Two theater banners, one reading “Kiddie Matinee Today” and the other bearing the promise “Always Cool and
     Comfortable”
o  A photo album with tooled leather cover, circa 1865

Throughout the evening, as he worked his way through the array of items brought to him for appraisal, Steve offered
advice for collectors. He encouraged the audience to learn as much as possible about the “story” behind each artifact and to
“collect things because you love them, not for investment.” His primary message was, regardless of the marketplace value of
an item, “the most important thing is that it’s precious to you.”

Using rare historic images, author and Cantor Arts Center curator Betsy
Fryberger took her MOAH audience on a tour of early Palo Alto, with a specific
focus on the Williams property. She began her talk, The Williams Garden Blooms in
Spring with Iris, by expressing her gratitude to Allison Wong, Beth Bunnenberg,
Glenda Jones, and the Brattleboro Historic Society for providing relevant photo-
graphs, slides, and information, and to those friends of MOAH who have donated
funds toward the renovation of the Williams gardens. As a member of the Garden
Club of Palo Alto, Betsy has taken an active role in that renovation.

As Betsy pointed out, “every garden has a complicated history.” As very few
early images of the Williams property have survived, it is difficult to reconstruct
the evolution of its gardens, but what is clear is that the iris was a particular focus
of interest for Dora Williams, wife of Dr. Williams. Unfortunately, no notes have
been found regarding her use of the iris. The varieties of iris that have been spotted
in The Williams gardens are the white iris, the unguicularis iris (which originated
in Algeria), the Eleanor Roosevelt iris, the gladwin iris (the leaves of which have an
unpleasant odor), and the Douglas iris. Two goals of the Garden Club of Palo Alto
are to photograph and label every variety of iris that is present in the Williams gardens and to introduce new varieties to the
property.

Among the images Betsy shared were a map of the land grant that eventually became downtown Palo Alto, photographs
of a few notable Palo Alto properties (including the Squire house), the plot plan of the Williams property, and several
photographs of the property over the years.

Betsy encourages anyone who has historic photographs of early Palo Alto gardens to bring them to her attention.

MOAH Welcomes Its New Members!

Individual Family
Paul Baker Kara & Robert Campbell
Michael Hartman Louis Caputo
Carole Kraiss David Hoester & Judith Siddall
Nancy Robinson John McDowell
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Technical Education Update
Wendy Breu

Successful 1st Workshop in 2017
In early April, we held a successful run of the Design for Superheroes workshop for a group of

enthusiastic, young Lyceum members from Santa Clara. This workshop was conceptualized by Jeff
Risberg, who based the class curriculum on a Stanford class on design taught by David Kelly, founder
of Ideo. Jeff and his children, Brandon and Lauren, created Design for Superheroes in 2006. This fun,
hands-on workshop integrates projects, history and current cultural references to help students learn
about and understand the design challenges that have shaped our world over the past 100 years. It has
been, by far, one of our most popular classes, as evidenced by this recent thank-you note from a
student to Jeff:

“Thank you for teaching us about design and I think you did an
awesome job. It was such a great experience I will never forget what I
learned. This information will help me turn my dreams into reality. I
had a lot of fun learning and regret this experience had to fly by so
quickly. I loved this seminar, you really do make learning fun. Before I
thought that design was boring and now I think the opposite….”

What great testimonial, and thank you, Jeff, for your vision and
for creating such a fun learning experience for the students!

Instructor Spotlight
It has been quite awhile since we turned our spotlight on our

small but uber-wonderful troop of instructors. Therefore, it is time to provide you some updates. First up is Jeffrey Risberg:

Jeff and his family have been friends and members of MOAH for over 20 years, and
he has been assistant curator for two previous MOAH exhibits, The Robots (1999 &
2005), and a repeat speaker in our lecture series. After cofounding TIBCO Software in
the 1990s, for the past seven years he has been an angel investor and advisor to several
technology start-up companies. His most recent challenge has been selling a San
Francisco-based on-line philanthropy company to a similar London-based company,
and being responsible for the technical integration of the two.

In addition to designing and teaching Design for Superheroes, Jeff spearheaded the
design of the 3-D Modeling class, which is a must for youngsters inspired to be video
game designers. In fact, Lyceum has already requested that Jeff offer 3-D Modeling to
their members in the Fall.

More Education Activities
After last year’s hiatus in class offerings, we’ve recently experienced two busy months (April and May) of education

activities. Larry Pizella returned to teach his complicated but highly sought-after workshop, Build a Crystal Radio. Also
scheduled were Digital Logic and an encore session of Design for Superheroes. Mr. Science returned in May to host a Science Fun
event for the Lyceum group.

For the latest updates on our enrichment programs, please check MOAH’s website, moah.org/calendar, or follow
MOAH on social media.



July 2017 9

Punching the Clock, continued from front cover.

Additionally, each worker was assigned an employee number and used it when identifying himself to record his time. The
worker moved a rotating arm at the front of the device to place a locating pin into a hole next to the employee number; then
he pressed (or “punched”) it into the hole, thus recording the time of the event. Each activity was recorded on a sheet of
paper fitted to a rotating drum, turned by an electric motor. All the other functions were executed by mechanical gears and
linkages. The paper could record all the time activities for a full seven-day week before needing to be replaced. Each device
printed the employee’s number, type of event, and its time. Our clever machine had the ability to detect an out-of-bounds
condition, such as punching in late, which could be printed in red ink for the attention of management.

It was not a compact device by any means. The instructions said to mount it on a sturdy table, as it weighed close to
200 pounds and had dimensions of H 35” x W 16” x D 36”. The cabinet was constructed of oak with glass doors to view the
recordings and to provide access for changing the paper and ink ribbon. It was an elegant piece of office furniture for its
day.

Advertising of the period tried to put a positive spin on the “Big Brother” implications of the device. It was touted not
as a mere time clock but as “The Universal Merit Meter.” Advertising cast employees as enlightened workers, happy to
provide their employers with a record of their activities. These examples of the flowery ad copy of the day were found in a
1917 trade periodical called System: The Magazine of Business, which, by the way, became known as Bloomberg Businessweek:

In every line of business, in every size of business, in every country of the civilized world millions of employees are efficiently,
interestedly and industriously engaged in the work they have before them.

They are not leading the humdrum existence of the toiler. They have an interest in their employer’s welfare, and their own future.

They know that their reward will be in proportion to their proved merit. They are working to establish their merit, as they know
that their employer has an accurate meter of it.

They are anxious that their “International” merit records reflect to their credit. They know that the “International” record is
accurate and indisputable.

They make their own merit records on their own merit meter.

Well, at least that’s how it was sold in the trade magazines’ advertising of the day. It’s not certain that all employees saw
it in the same light but, as we all know, the concept of recording employee attendance has become an entrenched part of
daily business life. And so, the phrase “punching the clock” has become part of our business and universal lexicon.

You may see MOAH’s beautifully restored example of The Universal Merit Meter on display now as part of our latest
exhibit, Open for Business, which runs through August 20. Don’t be late!

From Our Executive Director, continued from Page 3.

Mathews garage and showed them the historic 1915 Ford Model T. They really enjoyed that! They continue to volunteer
every month, and we are so grateful for their help.

I can’t stress enough about how important these partnerships are for both MOAH and our community at large. This is
just one example in which a volunteer opportunity benefits both parties. We have always been welcoming to such partner-
ships, especially those that open us up to meeting individuals in our community. MOAH has benefited from our commu-
nity over the years and we’re thankful for partnerships like Hope Services.

I encourage any organization or individual who would like to partner with us to reach out to me directly. I would love
to talk with you.
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MOAH Thanks ...
ontributors to the museum’s 2016 Annual Appeal, which raised over $15,000:
Jim Adams * Bruce Adornato * Robin & Ron Allen * Lawrence Anstead * Derek Attwaters * Katheryn Baggott *
Dick Baumgartner & Liz Salzer * William Beall * Joan & Richard Bialek * Arlene & John Brazil * Beth Bunnenberg *
Kara & Robert Campbell * Art & Sylvia Carroll * Carolle Carter * Channing House * David Chappell * Craig Cilker
* Dick Clark * Peter Cleaveland * Alan Cooper * Sue & Chuck Cortsen * Gary Dahl * John & Patricia Davis * Pat &
Rich Douglas * James & Kathleen Downey * The Ely Family * Alice & Herbert Fischgrund * Charlie & Robert Gillis
* Barry Goldblatt * John & Mary Grant * Carol & Stuart Hansen * Mr. & Mrs. Hastings * Lori & Trevor Heathorn *
Jim Hendry * Frances Hillier * Susan Hoerger * Gary & Jennifer Hubback * Joe & Nancy Huber * George Huner *
Ray Jadwin * Sally Jervis * Deborah & Spencer Johnson * Peter Landsbergen * Judith Lautmann * Barbara Lawson *
Dottie & Wayland Lee * Jim Lyons * Jamis & Margaret MacNiven * James & Peggy McClenahan * Margaret
McKinnon * Carole Mullowney * Bev & Jim Nelson * Delores Nelson * Art Nothoff * Anita Olkin * Charlie & Kim
Pack * Curtis Parisi * Jack Parkhouse * George Patterson * Sandra & Scott Pearson * Judy Pell * Marilyn & Vinson
Perry * Girvin & Lesley Peters * Frederica Postman * Laird Powers * Richard Ripley * Emily & Jeff Risberg * Fran
Rominger * Charles Schulz & Claire Taylor * See’s Candies * Steven Silva * Maureen Sirhall * Jo & Roger Skinner *
Peter Skinner & Marie Earl * Lydia Sloan * Jeanese & Jeffrey Snyder * Ed Sprague * Art & Peggy Stauffer * David &
Donnis Stoner * Robin Sutton * Judith Swope * Towne Ford * Eileen & Jim Wall * Mona Williamson * Lowell
Wolfe * Clay & Twila Woods

contributors to Open for Business: Office Success Before Computers:
Art Adams * Adrienne Bini * Beth Bunnenberg * Delia Laitin * Dick Clark * John Davis * Charlie Gillis * Hassett
Hardware * History San Jose * Bob Katzive * Nick Kiya * Ken Kormanak * Wayland Lee * Logan Patterson * Eileen
Wall * Jim Wall * Bill Wehrend * Allison Wong

supporters of the 13th annual Vintage Vehicles & Family Festival (donations received as of April 11,

2017):
VVFF Underwriters:
Jeff Ehrlich * Charlie & Roberta Gillis * Motion Pro (Chris Carter) * Steve Moore * Bev & Jim Nelson * Charlie &
Kim Pack * Bill Reller * Mathews-Carlsen Body Works * Stanford Federal Credit Union * Eileen & Jim Wall

VVFF Sponsors:
Bill & Sue Beaver * John & Patricia Davis * Marlene Dunwoodie * Crystal Gamage * Dean & Lorraine Johnson (Palo
Alto Upholstery) * Barbara Lawson * Dr. Roger McCarthy * George Patterson * Sandra & Scott Pearson * Girvin &
Lesley Peters * Jeffery & Linda Starr * Art & Peggy Stauffer

Additional VVFF Supporters:
Paul & Peggy Averell * Donna & Tom Baker * William Barranco * Lenore & Sam Cambouris * Steve Dabrowski *
Michael Hansen * Jim Hendry * John & Judi Higgins * Bob Jacobsen * Mitchel Johnson * Peter Landsbergen * Rob-
ert Lindblom * John Motroni * Dick Osgood * Curtis Parisi * Marilyn & Vinson Perry * Neal & Sharon Rayborn *
Hoag & Rosemary Schmele * Manny Sereno * Dick Sidebottom * Vernon Simon * Lowell Wolfe

In-kind VVFF Donors:
FedEx, Palo Alto office * Trader Joe’s, Palo Alto store

MOAH Sponsors
The Moore Family Foundation * Hassett Hardware * Frank Livermore Trust
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Museum members receive this newsletter; attend lectures free of charge; receive a discount on workshops and special events; and
are invited to special members-only receptions for each exhibit.

For more information:
Phone: 650.321.1004
E-mail: mail@moah.org
Web site:  www.moah.org

Remit to: Museum of American Heritage, P. O. Box 1731, Palo Alto, CA 94302-1731

Livermore Collector ....... $ 2,500
Patron ................................. $  1,000
Sponsoring ....................... $  500
Supporting ....................... $ 250
Sustaining ......................... $ 100
Family ................................. $ 50
Individual Adult ............... $ 35

Name

Street

City/State/Zip

Phone E-mail

Payment Method

      VISA     MasterCard    Check payable to Museum of American Heritage

Credit Card # Exp. date

Signature

How to Join and Get MOAH for your Money!

In Memoriam

Arthur Paul Notthoff, Jr.

December 8, 1925 - January 26, 2017

Art Notthoff passed away peacefully at home January 26, 2017, with his children Ann
Notthoff, Charles Notthoff, and Sally Zarnowitz at his side. Art, who grew up in Oakland,
attended Piedmont High School, studied Electrical Engineering at UC Berkeley, and earned his
Master of Science at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Following his service in the U.S.
Navy, Art married fellow Oakland native and Cal graduate, Carroll Whitton. The couple moved
to Menlo Park and Art spent the next 35 years working for Dalmo Victor, a defense contractor
in Belmont. Among his many projects was the design and development of the system that beamed photographs of the lunar
landing back to Earth.

Art was an original, living life on his own terms. He enjoyed many pastimes and excelled as a gourmet cook, a skill that
was considered unusual for suburban husbands in the early 1970s. A local newspaper found it so newsworthy that they
profiled him in a feature story entitled “Chef graduates from barbecue pit to crepe pan with honors.” Art and Carroll, whose
death preceded his in 1998, hosted a fondly remembered annual Christmas Eve gathering and were active in local civic
events, volunteering with many local charities, including the Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce Connoisseur’s Market-
place.

Art was an eclectic and avid collector, specializing in antique tools, farm equipment, and machinery. He met his long-
time friend Isabel Kennedy volunteering at MOAH, where he served on the exhibits committee, curated a section of the
museum’s exhibit entitled Tools That Shaped America, and assisted with many other exhibits, doing everything from painting
walls to cleaning artifacts. In addition, he supported MOAH’s fund-raising silent auctions by contributing tool boxes filled
with tools.

MOAH extends condolences to Art’s family and thanks them for requesting that memorial contributions in Art’s name
be made to MOAH.



P. O. Box 1731, Palo Alto, CA 94302-1731
Phone: 650.321.1004

Fax: 650.473.6950
Website: www.moah.org
E-mail: mail@moah.org

Located at 351 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto, 
 between Bryant and Waverley Streets

Hours: Friday through Sunday, 11 am–4 pm
Admission: Free

Donations welcomed
Group tours available by appointment

T H E M U S E U M

of A M E R I C A N

H E R I T A G E

M

MOAH UPDATE

M O A H  E X H I B I T S,  C L A S S E S,  E V E N T S
Exhibits:  Friday - Sunday, 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM (Group tours available at minimal fee)

Open for Business: Office Success Before Computers
In the Main Gallery, now through August 20, 2017

A Century of Mechanical Toys
In the Ehrlich Gallery

The Baer Collection
In the doctor’s exam room & lab and the Livermore Learning Center

Permanent Exhibits: Kitchen; Print Shop; Gardens; Marshall Mathews Garage; Dr. Williams’ Offfice;
Ely Family Children’s Room

Events:

MOAH Warehouse Open House
Saturday, August 20, 2017, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
1000 Varian Street, San Carlos, CA
Members Only!

Summer Concert featuring Yuri Liberzon
Thursday, July 13, 2017, 7:00 PM
Livermore Learning Center
Members free; non-members $10

Summer Concert featuring Rive Gauche
Thursday, August 3, 2017, 7:00 PM
Livermore Learning Center
Members free; non-members $10

For additional events and our latest class schedule, please go to www.moah.org/calendar.
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