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Creating innovators of the future
through inventions of the past

Vintage Vehicles and Family Fun 2007
chance to see an awe-inspiring collection as you immerse
yourself in the era of Elvis and Marilyn.
The décor is eclectic ... neon signs, racing trophies,
vintage gas pumps and much, much more. The stars,
however, are the meticulously restored street rods and
motorcycles. You’ll enjoy music and dancing, a silent and
live auction, food and drink in the ambience of a neonand-chrome diner. If you lived through the ‘50s, or
merely wish you had, this is a must evening!

Ladies and Gentlemen, start your engines … it’s time for
the 2007 Vintage Vehicles and Family Festival. MOAH’s 4th
annual day of fun in the sun will be held at El Camino Park
on August 5, 2007, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Join us for a
day of classic cars, motorcycles and one-of-a-kind vehicles.
The event will also feature the Broadcast Legends, the Bay
Area LEGO® Users Group, great music, radio control model
cars and more! Thanks to the generosity of MOAH supporters, the event will once again be free to the general public.

All-inclusive tickets for the gala are $115 for MOAH
members and $125 for the general public. Proceeds from
both events will support education programs at the
Museum. This weekend of celebration will honor longtime MOAH supporters, Meri and Joe Ehrlich. For more
information on tickets and sponsorship opportunities,
please contact MOAH at 650.321.1004.
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Frank Livermore 1919-2000

From Our President
Donald Nusbaum
In my first column as MOAH’s new
President and Board Chairman I would like to
extend my best wishes to the Museum’s
members, friends, volunteers and supporters.
Thanks to all of you who help keep this
wonderful organization thriving.
I have been involved with MOAH since
2002 when I was invited to join the Board by
then President, Joe Ehrlich. My first assignment was to head up the “In the Mood”
fundraiser, which required me to use my architectural background to
construct a balloon arch. Who knew that this would lead me to my present
position? The following year, a number of us established MOAH’s signature
event, the Vintage Vehicles and Family Festival. I am proud to say this familyfun event is now in its fourth year, and VVFF 2007 promises to be bigger and
better than ever!
I am beginning my term with the support of an outstanding Board of
Directors and Community Advisory Board. My sincere thanks to our immediate Past President, Bob Katzive, for his tireless efforts to give the Museum
organizational structure and direction. I know our energetic and enthusiastic administrative staff, Laurie Cvengros and Gwenyth Claughton, will help
keep me on my toes.
2007 promises to be one of our best years ever. We have been honored
with an inspirational Endowment Gift from my mentors, Meri and Joe
Ehrlich. Our finances are strong, we’ve had an extremely successful Annual
Appeal, and we have an exciting new membership initiative designed to
revitalize our membership program.
I would like to share with you some of the goals I hope we will achieve
during my term as President:
* Expanding the content of educational programs and introducing
a new series called Tech Talks, which celebrates the incredible
innovations and achievements in our community
* Completing the restoration of the Ruth Bell Lane Memorial
Garden at the Williams House
* Installing a visually engaging entrance and pathway to the Museum
* Establishing a Palo Alto Holiday tradition with a tree-lighting
festival in December
* Polling MOAH’s members, visitors and volunteers for their ideas
and feedback for future direction.
As our programs continue to grow, we will solicit community support
for staffing and volunteers to join our MOAH family. I invite and encourage
all of you to help contribute to our growth. This should be an exciting year
for MOAH.
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From The Executive Director
Gwenyth Claughton
In our last newsletter, I referenced a
Greek proverb that states, “a civilization
flourishes when people plant trees under
which they will never sit.” Since that issue,
there have been a number of examples
of how fortunate the Museum of
American Heritage is to enjoy the
friendship of people whose spirit of
philanthropy reflects those very
principles.
We recently received a very special gift from an extraordinary
couple, Meri and Joe Ehrlich. This philanthropic couple generously
planted a seed for MOAH’s long-term growth by making a gift of
$100,000. As per their wishes, $90,000 will be invested in MOAH’s
general endowment fund at the Silicon Valley Community Foundation. MOAH maintains two endowment accounts with the SVCF the Ruth Bell Lane Memorial Garden fund to support MOAH’s
gardens, and our general endowment fund. Funds invested in the
endowments remain intact in perpetuity, and MOAH draws only 5%
of the interest for annual operations. The Ehrlich Family, the Lane
Family and the endowment funders are planting the seeds of
knowledge that all of us can help tend for future generations.
Many of our members and supporters gave MOAH a wonderful
holiday gift. I am pleased to report that our 2006 Annual Appeal
raised nearly $34,000 in support of MOAH’s education initiatives,
making it the most successful campaign of its kind in our Museum’s
history. To all of you who participated, thank you. Your contributions will ensure that our unique exhibits and programs continue to
grow. While your donations will have such an important effect on
our activities, your most valuable gift to us is the confidence that
your support has inspired. Knowing that there is so much commitment from our community to continue is so motivating to all of us
who are involved with MOAH’s exhibits, programs and classes.
Recently, a mother of one of our weekend students told me she
was elated by the discovery of our “gem of an organization,” which
she knew would have a transformational role in her son’s interests
and life. She was awed by the ability and commitment of our instructors and Museum volunteers and asked me to express her gratitude
to the MOAH family.
Thank you again to all of you who enable us to achieve so much.

Wish List
10,000+ sq. ft. of donated or discounted warehouse space
Pallet shelving for warehouse
New Volunteers able to serve as Gallery Greeters
May - August 2007

Spotlight on Sponsorship:
Meri and Joe Ehrlich
Once again it is our privilege and pleasure to
highlight one of MOAH’s generous supporters in
our Spotlight on Sponsorship. We are particularly
honored to inform you of the generosity of longtime MOAH supporters, Meri and Joe Ehrlich.
Having been among MOAH’s most active supporters for so many years, they recently decided to
make a gift of $100,000 through a donation from
their IRA. These funds will be directed to MOAH’s
endowment fund and restricted education fund.
Recently,
several of us
had the
opportunity to
spend some
time with this
couple, who
will celebrate
their 66th
wedding
anniversary in
2007. Their
wit, curiosity
and zest for
life have been
inspirations to
so many.
Over the years, Meri and Joe have been involved in many facets of MOAH’s operations. Joe
became involved after meeting the indefatigable
Beverly Nelson in the mid-nineties. They were a
driving force in our efforts to secure a permanent
home for the Museum, and were key figures in the
Capital Campaign to fund the acquisition and
restoration of the Williams House.
Joe has served as President and Board Chair,
bringing his architectural expertise and knowledge
to our organization. He continues to serve as a
member of our Community Advisory Board and
remains a vital force in helping MOAH secure
individual and corporate funding to keep our
organization thriving.
We are honored to call Meri and Joe true
friends of MOAH.
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Current Exhibit - 100 Years At The Williams House:
The Early Years
February 9 – June 3, 2007
Theodora Nelson
What was life like a century ago? You can get glimpses of it through the current Museum of American Heritage exhibit,
100 Years at the Williams House: The Early Years, on view now through June 3.
Dr. Thomas Williams built the Ernest Coxhead-designed home for himself, his wife and two young daughters. They
moved into it in 1907 – and their furniture was brought to the house by horse-drawn wagon.
Some of the elements of this exhibit that are delighting visitors include:
* Actual movie footage of
the Williams family’s 1926-7
around-the-world trip. They
were among the first families
to own a home movie
camera, and took it with
them on their travels. Brian
George, Palo Alto Historical
Association member,
transferred the film onto
DVD, and Wendy Fierro has
made it available to us so
that you can see this rare
treasure. Many thanks to
both of them for their
generosity.
* Stereoptican slides that
visitors can view for themselves. This early 3-D
technology was one of the
pastimes that families
enjoyed before TV and even
before radio. Schools also
used them as a teaching
tool.
* A beautiful ice box that was donated to the Museum by Patricia Schmidt just in time for this exhibit. Imagine
keeping food cold courtesy of the ice man who would deliver a block of ice every few days!
* The examining room/surgery and laboratory of Dr. Williams, one of Palo Alto’s early doctors. He maintained
these in a wing of the house for several years before he built an office elsewhere. Here you can see some of the types
of instruments he would have used.
Docents from PAST Heritage conduct architectural tours of the house every Saturday at 2:00 PM (see article on facing
page). Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity for an in-depth look at this historic home.
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A Matter of Form & Function

News & Notes

Judith Lautmann
In conjunction with the centennial celebration of MOAH’s
home, the members of Palo Alto Stanford (PAST) Heritage have
generously taken on the task of conducting weekly architectural
tours of Williams House.
The building permit for the home
was taken out by Dr. Williams in 1906,
not too long after the great earthquake
of that year. While not part of the
original design, the garage appears in
photographs taken in 1908. Designed by
noted Bay Area architect Ernest
Coxhead, the house was built in the
Tudor Revival style, as reflected in the
wide chimney and steep gables. Beautiful
redwood panels and timbers and
numerous pocket doors are evident
throughout the structure. A strong Arts
& Crafts influence reveals itself in the
many original features and fixtures that are still present in the
home. Examples include “Madame MOAH,” our nickname for the
knocker gracing the
front door, as well as
the lovely outdoor
light fixture that
illuminates her.
A characteristic
that sets the Williams
House apart from
many other homes of
the same era is the
degree of innovative
technology original to the structure,
from the all-electric light fixtures to
the skylight in the doctor’s examination room.
Architectural tours cover both
residential areas of the house and the
doctor’s office, and include a brief
survey of the exterior and gardens.
Tours begin each Saturday at 2:00 PM.
As with all the Museum’s exhibits,
tours are free and open to the public.
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Are You An eBay® Specialist?
One of MOAH’s generous benefactors has
offered to donate a large and valuable set of
historical newspapers. Both he and we feel the
best approach is to sell this collection on eBay®,
with proceeds going to the Museum. We are in
need of someone who has relevant experience to
handle this transaction. The donor will work
with the seller to provide an accurate description of the material in preparation for the sale.
MOAH is willing to give up to 10% of the
proceeds to the seller as remuneration for this
effort. If you are qualified and willing to handle
this sale, kindly contact Gwenyth Claughton at
650.321.1004.

We Need Vintage Vehicles and
Family Festival Weekend
Volunteers!
Do you love vintage vehicles? Do you enjoy
helping to plan special events and celebrations?
MOAH is looking for help with our fundraising
gala on August 4 and the VVFF event on August
5. Be part of the fun at our signature weekend.
If you are interested in this unique opportunity,
please contact Gwenyth Claughton at
650.321.1004.

Announcement
MOAH Community Advisory Board
Member and long-time supporter, Anne Wilbur,
has generously offered to donate 25% of her
commercial or residential real estate commissions to MOAH when there has been a referral
by a MOAH supporter. Contact Gwenyth
Claughton at 650.321.1004 for details.
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Education Department
Wendy Breu

High Praise For Our Programs
We kicked off the New Year by hosting a group of 30 children and chaperones from Santa Clara
Lyceum on January 7. Beth Bunnenberg was the docent for this occasion. Participants said:
“Thank you for giving us a tour of this FANTASTIC house. I learned a lot. It’s an experience I won’t soon
forget.”
“This seminar was amazing! I can’t believe the LEGO® trains. The Museum was cool too. I learned a lot.
Thank you!”
“…. It was lots of fun!”
“… The old doll house was really cool!”
“Thank you so much for showing us around. There is so much to see. Next time I’ll bring my digital camera!”
When Dor Hesselgrave and Jim Wall staged a MOAH table at the JLS Science Fair Nights on January 31 and February 1,
the feedback was;
“MOAH was a hit again this year. I think your presentation is just perfect. There is plenty of hands-on which works great with the
middle schoolers. There is also plenty of science, and your presenters do a great job explaining it to the students. I’m hoping that
you get students from the Science Fair to sign up for activities at MOAH as well.”
Michael Glenn received high marks from the Lyceum group for his Simple Machines workshop:
“Thank you for taking your time to help us build our trebuchet….. Thank you for preparing the video and the examples of each class of
lever.”
On March 4, Bob Boschert, Charlie Pack and Steve Jasik led a group of 12 third-graders from Menlo Park School
District for a quick walk through the history of electricity. Bob brought along his collection of hands-on activities, which
helped students reinforce what they learned: the properties of electricity and the many application of electromagnetism:
“….my kid enjoyed the time experimenting and playing with the devices.”

MOAH 2007 Summer Camps
As we reported in our previous newsletter, this year MOAH will offer multiple summer sessions, two of which will
follow the general curriculum guidelines from prior years. We design programs that encourage campers to be interested in
science. The lecture-style presentations, together with the hand-on activities and projects, emphasize the importance of
mathematics in all subjects in science.
This year, we have updated and extended the camp program to include new units on aerodynamics, mechanics and
elements of product design. Below is a brief overview of this year’s camp offering:
Session 1 (June 25 – 29)
* Adventures in Electronics: Jim Wall joins regular instructors, Wes Anderson, Dor Hasselgrave, Bob
Boschert and Hermann Ebenhoech, to teach a day-long session on neat electronic projects.
* LEGO® Robotics: Last year’s campers had great fun learning how to program LEGO® Mindstorm
robotic vehicles and to compete in races. Bob Katzive promises to enhance the program to make it
even more exciting this summer.
* Video Production: This unit has scored one of the higher ratings from our campers in the past three
years.
* Mechanics in Action: Michael Glenn will teach campers the principles of simple machines as they
each build a trebuchet, a medieval seige engine.
* Aerodynamics of Flying Rings: Campers will explore aerodynamic principles of flying objects under the
guidance of Alan Adler, inventor of the Aerobie®.
See Education Department, Page 7
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Education Department, continued from Page 6
* Mathematical Explorations Through Puzzles: Did you know that many fields in mathematics owe their
origins to puzzle solving?
* Biology and Genetics: This unit on DNA will be led by scientists from the Stanford Human Genome
Center.
* Encore Presentations on Crime Scene Investigation: Students will explore evidence collection, as well
as DNA applications in forensic science.
Session 2 (July 9 – 13)
* Adventures in Electronics
* LEGO® Robotics
* All Charged Up! Dor Hasselgrave will design a brand new unit on the chemistry of batteries.
* Mechanics in Action: This is an extended unit from camp session 1, complete with a trebuchet race in
the park.
* Designer’s Laboratory: Jeff Risberg brings his “Design of Super Heroes” workshop to MOAH Camp!
* Aerodynamics of Flying Rings
Please be advised that registration for the Summer Camp program is limited to 40 students. If you have a child 10+ who
has an interest in either camp session, please contact MOAH at 650.321.1004 to see if there are any remaining slots.

A Special Thanks
Kudos to Laurie Cvengros, Beth Bunnenberg and Dick Clark for their tireless efforts to make the public aware of our
education programs. Thanks to you all!

Getting Latest Updates
To get the most current information on education classes and special events, check our web page at www.moah.org/
education.

Choo-Choos, Cocoa & Cookies
Judith Lautmann
On Sunday, December 17, 2006, MOAH invited members to
bring their family and guests to a special thank-you celebration.
Attendees sipped cocoa and munched on cookies as they strolled
through the Classic and Timeless Toys exhibit in the Museum gallery
and the LEGO® train exhibit in the Livermore Learning Center.
MOAH is grateful to Peet’s Coffee in Palo Alto, Trader Joe’s in
Mountain View and Safeway Food & Drug in Los Altos for providing refreshments. Our thanks to Bev Nelson, Karen White and
Barbara Newton for their efforts in creating such a festive celebration for MOAH members. Most of all, our most sincere thanks to all
the members of the Bay Area LEGO® Users Group, Bay Area LEGO®
Train Club and Bay Area Garden Railway Society for their fun,
enthusiasm and commitment to the holiday train exhibits at
MOAH. To everyone who spent time preparing and displaying these
amazing miniature worlds, Thank You! You help keep the child alive
in all of us!
May - August 2007
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Volunteer Spotlight
John Shaw

Keith Kvenvolden

Girvin Peters

In the 1930s
and 40s, Cheyenne, Wyoming
and Keith
Kvenvolden were
quite compatible.
Both were small
and young. “I
come from a
small town where
we did smalltown things. For entertainment, my friends and I would run
down to the depot and watch the largest steam locomotive,
the Big Boy, pull into town.” Dr. Kvenvolden’s world has
expanded a bit since then, but he still keeps Cheyenne close
by in his Palo Alto backyard. He is constructing from
scratch models of buildings he remembers, especially the
train depot, complete with his Garden Railroad and Big Boy
engine ready to make the long haul around his property.

Girvin Peters Landscape. That’s the business
name. Perhaps Landscape
should be Girvin’s
middle name as he’s been
shaping portions of the
earth right out of high
school in Colorado
Springs, where he began
working in the summer
on landscaping Vail Pass,
Interstate 70, elevation
10,666 ft. When the
ground froze that winter,
he was laid off and
started thinking of other occupations or perhaps finding
more winter-friendly climates. Hola California! After two
years at Menlo College, he returned to CO and graduated
from Fort Lewis College with a B.A. in art. Returning to
California, his true feelings for art were realized at Foothill
College, where he received his training in horticulture. He’s
been playing in the dirt ever since. Girvin’s wife Lesley is
his custom designer for residential landscaping. When they
can find the time, both enjoy hiking, visiting Nantucket
Island and soaking up Hawaiian sunshine in their Maui
timeshare. They both enjoy playing tennis, but perhaps
Lesley enjoys the sport slightly more; it’s been a while since
Girvin has won a match. But, most of the time they are
busy racking up landscape design awards from the California Landscape Contractors’ Association where Girvin has
been a member since 1983 and a past president.

His childhood interest in rocks and earth science
eventually led him to NASA, where he was involved in the
Apollo and Viking programs. There he studied lunar
samples and meteorites with their amino acids intact, the
building blocks of life as we know it. His next professional
move was to the USGS, where his expertise in marine
organic geochemistry led to the study of methane gas in
marine sediments. His knowledge of how our planet does its
best to provide all living creatures a place to thrive makes
him concerned for the future of earth. “There are all these
buffer systems trying to keep things in check, but it’s
possible our species can override the system.” Global
change issues are a big part of his life.
Keith’s contributions to MOAH are considerable. In
addition to his duties as docent, he was a recent contributor
to the Model Ship exhibit, where two of his handmade
models were on display. His model trains and model ship
building, his Renaissance recorder playing, his continued
interest in preserving the health of our planet, and his
MOAH activities are just a few things that keep a twinkle in
his eye and his heart young. After the two-hour interview he
asked, “When does the interview begin?” The energizer
bunny has nothing on this man. Google Dr. Keith
Kvenvolden to see what else he’s been up to. It can’t be
squeezed into this article, no matter how small the font.
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There is another Girvin - Girvan, Scotland, a small
fishing village on the west coast. It’s not hard to imagine
Mr. Peters in a kilt with dangling bagpipes. He and his wife
once visited his namesake but no high school marching
band or mayor came to greet them. He was satisfied with
having a photo taken under the sign, “Welcome To
Girvan.”
Mr. Peters has been overseeing the renovation of the
grounds at the Williams House since the mid-1990s, always
conscious of maintaining the historic nature of the
property. He enjoys being on the Board of Directors of
both MOAH and the Gamble Gardens, and has been a
great asset to the maintenance and growth of MOAH.
MOAH UPDATE

MOAH thanks.....
Museum Sponsors for 2007
Frank Livermore Trust * Moore Family Foundation
MOAH is grateful for the support of the individuals, corporations and organizations who contributed to the Museum
in 2006. We are pleased to acknowledge the following major supporters who contributed over $500.
Anderson Honda Superstore * Miriam Angus * Anonymous * Applera Corporation * Jim Baer * Sue & Bill Beaver * Bob
Boschert * Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation * Allan and Marilyn Brown Fund * Gwenyth Claughton & Fabio Lopez
Lazaro * Cody Anderson Wasney Architects * The Cvengros Family * Meri & Joe Ehrlich * Shirley & Leonard Ely *
Epson Corporation * Roberta & Charlie Gillis * Gordon-Biersch Brewing Company * Nancy & Joseph Huber * Arlene &
Bob Katzive * Judy & Ken Kormanak * The Lane Family * Anadel Law * Barbara Lawson * Frank Livermore Trust * Virginia & Jim Lyons * Mathews-Carlsen Bodyworks * S.P. McClenahan Co., Inc. * The Moore Family Foundation *
Morton and Associates Incorporated * Bev & Jim Nelson * Julie & Don Norman * Judy & Don Nusbaum * Kim &
Charlie Pack * Palo Alto Lion’s Charities, Inc. * Palo Alto Hardware * Palo Alto Sport Shop and Toy World * Palo Alto
Weekly * George Patterson * Girvin Peters Landscaping * Prototypes Plus * Michelle & Roxy Rapp * Caroline & Bill
Reller * Ross Construction * Roger Smith * Stanford Federal Credit Union * Margaret & Art Stauffer * Thoits Brothers,
Inc. * Turner-Gilliland Family Fund * Bev & Jim Weager * Karen & Rand White * Ann Wilbur
Donors to the 2006 Annual Appeal
Barbara Alhouse * Betty Anderson * Melissa Anderson & Paul Look * Weston Anderson * Applera * Leslie & Daniel
Armistead * Katheryn Baggott * Joan & Richard Bialek * Ron Benoit * Carmen & Dan Bishop * William Bloom * Vivian
Bloomenkamp * Elizabeth Bowman * Gerry Bowman * Jean Large Broker * Gloria Brown * Patricia & David Bubenik *
Beth Bunnenberg * Sylvia & Arthur Carroll * Robert Cavigli * Channing House * Harriet & Keith Clark * Richard Clark
* Cody Anderson Wasney Architects * Marybelle Cody * Alan Cooper * Eleanor Crippen * Nancy & John Cuddeback *
Gary Dahl * John Davis * Shirley Dawson * L.H. “Baren” Dorcy * Andy Doty * Patricia & Richard Douglas * Kathleen &
Douglas Downey * Marlene & Duane Dunwoodie * Mary Agnes Early * Meri & Joe Ehrlich * Dr. & Mrs. Donald T.
Eikenberry * Mary & Leonard Ely III * Katherine Erickson & Hawley Dwight Smith * Inger Friis * Roberta & Charlie
Gillis * Joan & Robert Grant * Marion & Robert Grimm * Elaine & Eric Hahn * John Paul Hanna * Imogene & G.R.
Hilbers * Nancy & Joe Huber * Barbara Hunter * Joan & Robert Jack * Albert Jehning * Benjamin Johnson * Arlene &
Bob Katzive * Isabel Kennedy * Mary & Bruce Kennedy * Marlys & Leo Keoshian * Carole & Robert Kraiss * Kristin
Kuntz & Ram Duriseti * Donna Lane * Cheryl Lathrop & Bernard Beecham * Judith Leahy * Dottie & Wayland Lee *
Jan Leeman * Sandy & Jacques Littlefield * Guillermo Loyola * Linda Lynch * Leah & Neil MacNeil * Elinor & Richard
Mansfield * Bryne Manson * Sandra & Joseph Martignetti * Margaret & James McClenahan * Margaret McKee * Mary
Pat & Robert McLean * Mona Miller * Theodore Mock * Caryl Moerdyke * Kenneth Mollenauer * Gordon & Betty
Moore * Gordon & Betty Moore Foundation * Roberta & John Moran * Pat Morris * A.H. Morse * Dena Mosar & Paul
Goldstein * Gaby Neely * Julaine & Randall Neff * Beverly & Jim Nelson * Theodora Nelson & Dor Hesslegrave * Barbara & Jim Newton * Ruth Noseworthy * Kay & Peter Nosler * Art Notthoff * Judy & Don Nusbaum * Peggy & Boyce
Nute * Victor Ojakian * Dave Olson * Robert Otnes * Judith Ann Ott * Kim & Charlie Pack * Joan & David Parker *
George Patterson * Sandra & Scott Pearson * John Perkins * Robert Raymakers * Louise Ricca & Lee Kaiser * Emily &
Jeffrey Risberg * Poppie Rodriguez * Fran & Jack Rominger * James Ross * Beverly & Henry Rowen * Elizabeth Sauzer &
Richard Baumgartner * Edwin Seipp * Susan & Loren Sorenson * Nancy & William Spangler * Margaret & Art Stauffer
* Susan & H. Phillip Tam * Mary Jane & Fielding Tapp * Star Teachout & Daniel Adams * Terry Family Fund * Mary
Teruel * Thoits Brothers, Inc * Susan & Carl Thomsen * Turner-Gilliland Family Fund * Jan & Channell Wasson * Mary
Ann Webb * Miriam & Bill Wehrend * Gwen V. Weisner * Keith Wilson * Ellen & Tom Wyman * Renee & Loren Young *
Keh Chang Yuan * George Zimmerman
Other Contributors
Art Adams * Hans Bakke * Bay Area Garden Railway Society * Bay Area LEGO® Train Club * Bay Area LEGO® Users
Group * Bell’s Books * Joan & Louis Bordi * Betty Britton * Beth Bunnenberg * Sarah & Tom Clark * Wendy Fierro *
Friends of the Los Altos Library * Brian George * Denise & Keith Gillen * Karen Holman * Doris Hoover * Isabel
Kennedy * Carol Murden * Art Notthoff * Kim Pack * Palo Alto History Museum * Palo Alto Sport Shop & Toy World
* Patricia Schmidt * Beryl Self * Marjorie Shively * Trappings of Time * Channell Wasson * Bill Wehrend * West Valley
Music
May - August 2007
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Volunteer Opportunities
Are you looking for some fun and rewarding volunteer
experiences with interesting people? MOAH has numerous
opportunities to get involved. For more information about
volunteering at MOAH, please contact Gwenyth Claughton at
650.473.9070.

Gallery Docents
Looking for something fun to do on weekends? Do you love
to meet new people? How about working as a gallery docent on
either Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays? Duties include greeting
guests, conducting tours, helping with general museum activities.

Gift Shop Assistant
When you go to a museum, do you immediately head to the
gift shop? How about spending some time in MOAH’s gift shop?
We have opportunities on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. Work
with great people and cool merchandise, and enjoy some retail
therapy without spending a dime!

Garden Volunteers
Are your thumbs green? Or, do you just crave some exercise
and fresh air? How about working in MOAH’s historic gardens?
Be part of the restoration of this unique historic garden. There
are opportunities for both light and heavy yard work.

Education Instructors and Assistants
Do you have some untapped teaching skills? Do people like
to listen to you teach, or do you just wish they would? How about
teaching a weekend workshop or a multi-session class at MOAH?
We offer classes on a wide variety of topics, from basic electronics
to old-fashioned household activities.

Exhibits Team Member
Do you love to work with others on creating educational and
entertaining displays and exhibits? Do you have a passion for
history? How about being a part of MOAH’s exhibits Team? We
mount three exhibits each year and are looking for team members
to assist with all aspects of research, development and installation.

Publicity and Public Relations

Welcome, New Members!
Rakesh Agarwal
Bernadette Clavier
Betsy Colby
Neela De Zoysa
Eckols-Quihuis Family
Jung Hee Ha
Natalie Johnson
Junmin Kang
Sofia Keane
Eesha Lal
Soenkyung Lee
Mary Lorey
Stewart B. Nixon
Lise Olson & Sam Perry
Phoebe & Richard Quach
Sandy Rush
MaryAnn & Eric Sabelman
Amy Scherer
Preeti Shrikhande
Marion van Heteren
George Xu
Patron
Beverly & Jim Weager
President’s Circle
Roger V. Smith
Thanks to renewing members who have
upgraded their memberships!
Patron
Julie & Don Norman
Supporting
Patricia & John Davis
J. Girvin Peters, Jr.

Are you interested in communications and public relations?
Do you wish more people knew about all of MOAH’s great
services? How about working with our publicity team to get the
word out to our community?

Sustaining
Nancy & Joe Huber
Gloria Yuan

Special Events

In Memorium

Do you love to get involved with special events, fundraisers
and parties? Do you like the excitement of working with a team to
plan and execute themed functions? How about being a Special
Events Volunteer on MOAH’s signature fundraiser, Vintage
Vehicles and Family Festival, or on a number of Williams House
Centennial celebrations planned throughout the year?
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Jean B. Mitchell
Maurice Osborne Jr. M.D.
John Perkins
Greg Wageman

MOAH UPDATE

Next Exhibit - Look How Things Have Changed!
Williams House Centennial
June 15 – November 4, 2007
Beth Bunnenberg
The second exhibit celebrating the Williams House centennial, opening June 15, highlights the decades of the ‘30s
through the ‘50s. The new exhibit will focus on major changes in technology as people began to “live better electrically.”
How did the Williams family’s daily life change to reflect the rapid development in home entertainment, communication and business equipment, homemaking appliances and modes of travel? Imagine the world opening up as radio
broadcasting evolved from a single local station in San Jose to national networks and short wave broadcasts from overseas.
Labor-saving appliances eased tasks such as washing, ironing, sewing, cooking and cleaning. When ice cream could finally
be stored at home, the Williams family bought a large commercial-type freezer, which is still in the basement. Friends often
joined the family for sherbet or ice cream and music in the garden.
After viewing this exhibit, you’ll be able to answer such questions as:
* The Williamses shared pictures of their continuing world travels. What famous air service did they use?
* How did Palo Alto begin to cope with the increasing need for electrical power? (Part of the solution turned out to
be a “green” power source long before this phrase became common.)
* How did Rhona Williams feel about the placement of a major high-voltage power line on their beloved family
ranch property?
* How does the family trust continue to support Stanford University School of Medicine?
Come learn the rest of the story of a century of discovery and change, and this remarkable family that lived it.

How to Join and Get MOAH for your Money!
Museum members receive this newsletter; attend lectures free of charge; receive a discount on youth workshops, special events
and gift shop purchases; and are invited to special members-only receptions for each exhibit. Circle Members also receive tours
of private collections and are invited to an annual reception.
President’s Circle ............. $
Director’s Circle ............... $
Benefactors’ Circle ........... $
(Annually for five years)
Patron ................................. $
Sponsoring ....................... $
Supporting ....................... $
Sustaining ......................... $
Family ................................. $
Individual ......................... $
For more information:
Phone: 650.321.1004
E-mail: mail@moah.org
Website: www.moah.org

5000
2500
1000
1000
500
300
100
50
35

Name
Street
City/State/Zip
Phone

E-mail

Payment Method
VISA
Credit Card #

MasterCard

Check payable to Museum of American Heritage
Exp. date

Signature

Remit to: Museum of American Heritage, P. O. Box 1731, Palo Alto, CA 94302-1731

May - August 2007
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M O A H E X H I B I T S, C L A S S E S, E V E N T S
Exhibits: Open Friday - Sunday, 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

(Group tours available at minimal fee)

100 Years at the Williams House: The Early Years
Now through June 3, 2007
Look How Things Have Changed! Williams House Centennial
June 15 - November 4, 2007
Another Toy Exhibit is Coming!
November 16, 2007 - January 27, 2008

Events & Lectures
Lecture: What Was Happening in the World in 1907?
Steve Staiger, Palo Alto Historian
Thursday, May 17, 2007, 7:00 - 9:00 PM, Frank Livermore Learning Center

Permanent Exhibits of
the Early 20th Century
General Store
Kitchen
Print Shop
Williams Gardens
Smith’s Shop Machine

Collections Corner

Lecture: The Evolution of Radio Broadcast Technology
Mike Adams, Chair, Dept. of TV-Radio-Film-Theatre, San Jose State Univ.
Thursday, May 31, 2007, 7:00 - 9:00 PM, Frank Livermore Learning Center

Laundry Area

Lecture: The World of Tomorrow: Design and Technology in the 1930s
Jeff Risberg, VP Engineering, Serus Corporation
Thursday, June 14, 2007, 7:00 - 9:00 PM, Frank Livermore Learning Center

Recent Acquisitions

Members Reception for Williams House Centennial
Thursday, June 21, 2007, 5:00 - 7:00 PM, Frank Livermore Learning Center
Happy Days: A 50s Benefit for the Museum of American Heritage
Saturday, August 4, 2007, 5:30 - 9:30 PM, Location to be announced
Vintage Vehicles & Family Festival
Sunday, August 5, 2007, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, El Camino Park, Palo Alto

2007 Class Schedule
Short-Wave Radio
Sat. 5/12, 19, 26, 6/9 (10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Instructor: Larry Pizzella
Summer Camp:
Session 1: June 25 - 29, 2007
Session 2: July 9 - 13, 2007

Lab

Mini-MOAHs (Offsite Exhibits)
Stanford Federal Credit Union
694 Pampas Lane, Stanford
Little House
800 Middle Avenue, Menlo Park
Bell’s Books
536 Emerson St., Palo Alto

For the latest information and class
registration materials, visit
www.moah.org or call 650.321.1004.
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